
. 

.  CALIFORNIA WATER AND ENVIRONMENTAL MODELING FORUM 
 

MINUTES OF THE STEERING COMMITTEE 
 
 

 For August 28, 2009 
 

(This meeting was held at the Solano Irrigation District Office in Vacaville.) 
 

Decisions •  
Action Items • Review CWEMF’s income and expenses over a couple of years to see what 

CWEMF’s stable income must be – Paul and E.D. 
• Identify possible ways to increase CWEMF income – E.D. 
• Determine three possible themes for the 2010 annual meeting, which session 

topics are of most interest, and who is willing to moderate those sessions – E.D.  
• Discuss a possible Nutrients Process Model workshop – Marianne and Fred 
• Draft a letter to the USBR requesting cost-sharing for a peer review of San Joaquin 

Valley groundwater models – E.D. 
• Discuss a possible monitoring workshop – Peter V. and Marianne   

Parking Lot 
Items 

• More discussion on alternatives to Asilomar.  

Motions  
    
REFERENCES HANDED OUT: 

1. Executive Directors Report. 
2. CWEMF Annual Meeting Survey Options 
3. Treasurer’s Report (for period of July 1, 2008 thru June 30, 2009) 

____________________________________________________________________ 
 
MINUTES 
 
1. INTRODUCTIONS/DESIGNATION OF QUORUM – The meeting was opened 
with 15 persons in attendance, and 3 proxies. A quorum was declared.  
 
2. EXECUTIVE DIRECTORS REPORT –    The E.D. transferred money to Sterling 
Bank. He scanned historic CWEMF documents and made CDs for posterity. Other E.D. 
comments are feathered into many of the topics below.  
  
3. SECRETARY’S REPORT – The minutes for the past meetings of March 20, 2009, 
and May 29, 2009 were reviewed and approved.      
 
4. TREASURER’S REPORT – Stacy handed out a graph showing the cash flow for the 
years 2001-2008. The total revenue, total expense, and ending revenue lines were shown. 
There was some discussion as to whether CWEMF has a structural funding problem 
between income and expenses. It was decided that some review should be done to 



determine what CWEMF’s stable income must be in order to meet expenses. Paul and the 
E.D. volunteered for this task. The E.D. and others will also be thinking of possible ways 
to increase funding. 
  
5. 2010 ANNUAL MEETING PREPARATION – There was much discussion on 
where to hold the future annual meetings, due to travel expenses and agencies tight 
budgets. The E.D. presented a table showing various aspects of nine possible meeting 
sites. Prior to the meeting members had filled out an on-line survey where they indicated 
their preference for these sites. Most agreed that Asilomar is the best site. The distances 
to each site were of concern, as well as the seasonality of when people could get to the 
sites. Many believed that meeting locally would change the character of the meeting since 
people could come and go from work and, thus, reduce the beneficial networking of the 
off-site meetings. One compromise discussed was to meet alternately at Asilomar and a 
somewhat closer site to Sacramento and that this alternating could start in 2011.  The two 
sites that seemed like good alternates are the Marconi and Stanford conference centers. 
Further discussion will occur at the next Steering Committee meeting, since we are past 
the agenda time.  
 
The E.D. discussed the results of the member survey of sessions which were broken up 
into four categories: (a) Reservoir Operations and Water Supply Planning Sessions, (b) 
Hydrodynamics, Fisheries, and Habitat Health Sessions, (c) Groundwater and Integrated 
Modeling Sessions, and (d) Water Quality and Miscellaneous Sessions. It was suggested 
that the sessions should be selected by finding out what people want, and from those 
people, finding who is willing to be a moderator and put together a session. A discussion 
revolved around the question of how is the CWEMF relevent?  Are we relevent to the 
crises at hand today? Do our modeling efforts make the management of resources better? 
Do we have the tools needed to be relevant? The E.D. was asked to determine three 
possible themes for Asilomar, and find out those sessions of most interest and who would 
be willing to lead them.  
 
Peter Vorster said he would be interested in putting together another San Joaquin Valley  
restoration session, and thought that the BCDP and Delta Vision would be good 
additional sessions.   
 
6. TECHNICAL WORKSHOPS – The list of upcoming tentative technical workshops 
is attached to the end of these minutes. Additional workshop information is presented 
below. 
   a. DSM-2 workshop – This will be held during Sept. 15-17.  
   b. Real Time Water Quality Management 
   c. Nutrients Process Model – Marianne will talk to Fred on this.  
   d. Delta Water Quality Modeling – On hold for now. This workshop, or series of 
workshops, would be addressed toward how models might be used to address  how future 
alternate water diversions through the Delta may affect existing water quality violations, 
impairments, and TMDLs there.  
   e. Ground Water Modeling – The E.D. said to plan for this in October. A large ground 
water modeling workshop is scheduled for November 4, so stay clear of that date.  



   f. Monitoring – Peter V. mentioned this as a possible workshop (or Asilomar session?). 
How important is measurement and monitoring? Does it make a difference? A model can 
show where data is needed at different places in the system, and where data may not be 
needed. Peter and Marianne will discuss this more.  
 
7. PEER REVIEW – It was decided to go forward with a peer review of groundwater 
models. This would be the fruition of the groundwater model paper that Michael and 
Nigel wrote up several months ago (CWEMF Central Valley Groundwater Models 
Comparative Review) . While CWEMF can put up some funding toward such an effort, 
fund matching would also be needed from an agency or an organization. It was decided to 
ask the USBR for this support. If CWEMF can put up $20,000 in funding and in-kind 
efforts, then the USBR would be asked to contribute $20,000, for a grand total of 
$40,000. Michael said he could take our request up to his management if he has a letter 
from CWEMF with this request. Any potential funding from the USBR would have to 
wait until the start of the new federal fiscal year starting Oct. 1, and assume there is no 
federal funding freeze. The E.D. will work with Paul and Nigel to come up with this 
letter to send to the USBR.  
    
8. MODEL USER GROUP – Tara put out a Newsletter on the DSM-2 group.  
 
9. CUAHSI HIS PRESENTATION – Nigel gave a presentation on CUAHSI HIS, a 
data-sharing concept that has been growing in many universities. The concept was started 
by a David Maidment of the University of Texas, Austin. (Consortium of Universities for 
the Advancement of Hydrologic Science Institute.) Much data has been collected over the 
years from students working on their masters and doctors degrees in the hydrologic 
sciences, but this data has not easily been available throughout the user community. This 
is mainly because the data has not been stored in a manner that is easily retrievable. To 
correct this situation the CUAHSI HIS data management system was started, and is now 
being used by 118 universities. It is in the public domain, and is starting to interface with 
other databases. Users register what data they have in a central location, similar to the 
Yellow Pages, and each user is responsible for his own metadata. CUAHSI HIS uses 
GIS, and interfaces with ESRI tools. Remote-sensing results can also be input. It links 
models and data. Its power is web-delivery. It uses standard ontology, and has a common 
data structure and uses HTML. See the CUAHSI HIS documentation on the web at: 
http://his.cuahsi.org. 
 
10. OTHER BUSINESS – The email inputs from Spreck Rosekranz and Bruce Herbold 
on suggestions for future CWEMF workshops were discussed.  Peter Vorster discussed 
the current status of the Wanger decision, and biological opinions. A brief discussion 
arose as to how CWEMF can help people understand what modeling numbers mean, and 
how to get information to our stakeholder communities.  
 
11. ADJOURNED – 12:00 pm. Next meeting is on Sept. 25, 2009, at Solano Irrigation 
District Office in Vacaville.  
  
       Respectfully Submitted 



       George Nichol, Secretary, CWEMF 
 
ATTENDANCE 
Paul Hutton        Convener, MWD 
Rich Satkowski       Executive Director, CWEMF 
Stacy Tanaka Treasurer, Watercourse 

Engineering Inc 
George Nichol       Secretary, SWRCB 
Nigel Quinn       LBNL 
Tara Smith     DWR 
Erik Reyes     DWR 
Lisa Holm     USBR 
Marianne Guerin     Vice Convener, RMA 
Hubert Morel-Seytoux     Hydroprose 
Lisa Holm     USBR 
Peter Baker     Stillwater Sciences 
Michael Tansey     USBR 
Rob Tull     CH2M-Hill 
Lucinda Shih      CCWD 
G. Fred Lee     GFL & Assoc.  
Peter Vorster     The Bay Institute 
 
Proxies: Steve Culberson, Jay Lund, Mark Gowdy 
 
 






