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   CALIFORNIA WATER AND ENVIRONMENTAL MODELING FORUM 

 

MINUTES OF THE STEERING COMMITTEE 
 For September 19, 2014  

(This meeting was held at the Solano Irrigation District Office in Vacaville.) 

 

Decisions    

Action Items  Tara will send a one-paragraph description of the proposed SELFE 

workshop to Josue and Elaine, and they will send out surveys to their 

lists to see who is interested in attending this workshop. 

 Elaine will send the Calif. Water Plan’s Chapter 6, Vol. 1, to the 

Steering Committee. 

 Elaine will send out the new version of the draft Strategic Plan to the 

Steering Committee for review. 

 Josue will find the link to Bill Fleenor’s benchmarking report to 

FEMA.  

 

Parking Lot 

Items 
  (Located at end of minutes.) 

Motions   An electronic meeting recording policy was passed. 

    
REFERENCES HANDED OUT: 

1. Executive Director’s report. 

2. Minutes of the July 18, 2014 Steering Committee meeting. 

3. Proposed Meeting Recording Policy 

4. Treasurer’s Trial Balance as of Aug. 31, 2014 

5. Workshop Status for 2013-2014 Steering Committee Meetings 

6. New Ideas for Annual Meeting 

 
1. INTRODUCTIONS/DESIGNATION OF QUORUM – The meeting was opened by Ben 

with 12 persons in attendance, 2 persons on the phone, and 1 proxy. A quorum was declared. 

 

2. EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT – The Executive Director typed up a draft 

“Proposed Meeting Recording Policy”, discussed below. Other input from the Executive 

Director is input into the various discussions below. 

 

3. SECRETARY’S REPORT - At a previous meeting the Steering Committee voted to record 

the Steering Committee meetings to assist the Secretary in preparing the minutes. The 

Committee determined that it wanted to establish a policy on recording meetings. Recordings 

would also be taken of the business portion of the Annual Meeting. It was decided that the 

Secretary would not make the recordings public nor distribute them. The recording policy was 

drafted by the Executive Director and revised during discussion by the Steering Committee 

members. The policy that was adopted is: 
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“The CWEMF Convener will announce when the meeting is being recorded to assist the 

Secretary in preparing the meeting minutes. Any Steering Committee member can request that 

the recorder be turned off at any time if there is concern about the topic under discussion. The 

Secretary will promptly delete the recording after the minutes have been accepted at a future 

Steering Committee meeting. The recordings will not be distributed or made public.”   

  

A motion was made to accept this wording, was seconded, and passed with one abstention.   

 

The minutes for the July 18, 2014 Steering Committee meeting were adopted without any 

changes. 

 

4. TREASURER’S REPORT – There is $192,900 in the CWEMF combined accounts, of 

which $136,900 is in the general fund, $16,000 is in the peer review fund, and $40,000 is in the 

operational reserve fund. Fred Lee asked if there are any restrictions on the amount of money a 

non-profit can accumulate. Stacy Tanaka will look into this. Stacy also reported that she will 

complete the taxes before the November deadline. 

 

5. TECHNICAL WORKSHOPS – Two workshops were completed this past summer. One was 

the Integrated Water Management workshop, held at UCD, with 31 persons in attendance. The 

other workshop was the PEST workshop, with 26 persons in attendance. Several persons said 

this was one of the best workshops ever, put on by John Doherty and Matt Tonkin. It covered 

calibration and uncertainty. A key topic covered was where uncertainty lies. It was 

recommended that CWEMF present this three day workshop again in the future. John Doherty’s 

tools are available free on his web site. There was also discussion about asking John Doherty to 

be a keynote speaker at the Annual Meeting and have him conduct a half-day workshop on PEST 

at the Annual Meeting. The cost to CWEMF to conduct the workshop was about $8,000-$9,000. 

We took in more than this so we could potentially cover the cost of bringing John Doherty from 

Australia to speak at the Annual Meeting. Elaine will report on the net profit from the PEST 

workshop at the next meeting.  

 

A multi-dimensional workshop (SELFE) is being proposed by Tara It will consist of two 

sessions, the first being an introductory workshop about three to four hours long for both 

managers and modelers, and then about a month later a series of three workshops with hands-on 

training consisting of two days a week for three weeks. The SELFE model is a hydrodynamic 

and water quality model, and can be simplified to 2-D. Tara will send a one-paragraph 

description of the proposed workshop to Josue and Elaine, and they will send out surveys to their 

lists to see who is interested in attending this workshop. The introductory workshop is proposed 

for early November.  

 

The UC Davis Center for Watershed Sciences is working with the Delta Science Program to 

submit an NSF grant application for conducting the Bay-Delta Modeling Summit. The objective 

of the workshop is to produce a white paper on integrated modeling in the Delta. Peter Goodwin 

and Chris Enright are involved in this.  

 

A workshop on consumptive use is being proposed. A person from Idaho will be invited as a 

speaker, as he has good information on remote sensing and Landsat images as they relate to 
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consumptive use. This consumptive use method is not simulated modeling. This would be a five-

day workshop.    

 

The potential Delta water quality workshop is on hold. There are questions on how water 

diversions around or through the Delta will occur in the future, and the amount and directions of 

diversions has a great effect on water quality. So water quality can’t be predicted until flow 

diversions are set. That is, the hydrodynamics must come first. The BDCP is re-doing part of 

their EIR/EIS. The Delta Stewardship Council’s Independent Science Board and the U.S. EPA 

submitted comments on the BDCP EIR/EIS. So for now CWEMF is holding off on having this 

workshop until some of these issues are resolved. We can discuss this more at the next Steering 

Committee meeting.  

 

6. CWEMF PARTNERSHIP WITH DWR ON CALIFORNIA WATER PLAN UPDATE -  

  

Rich Juricich of DWR made a presentation on the California Water Plan (CWP). The CWP is the 

State’s Strategic Plan for water. The 2013 update to the CWP is being rolled out now. Planning 

is occurring for the 2018 update. (The CWP is updated every five years.) The CWP is facing lots 

of challenges in water balance areas, more local and regional interactions, climate change, 

population growth, groundwater, and water use efficiency, in ten hydrologic regions. The water 

budget in these regions is key, and groundwater is the new key. 

 

Today’s discussion was on how CWEMF can continue to assist DWR in this effort. CWEMF has 

had a session on the CWP at each of the Annual Meetings for the past several years and Rich 

would like assistance in other areas. CWEMF can help in a webinar/workshop where the 

modeling aspects are covered. Also CWEMF could help in announcing focused workshops on 

various topics of the CWP that relate to modeling.  Have workshops that get the modelers and 

managers together, and the regions and state together. Link modeling and technical presentations 

with the CWP team. Help in technical peer reviews related to the CWP. CWEMF’s publication 

Final Report on Strategic Analysis Framework for Managing Water in California (Sept. 2005) 

may be implemented into the CWP.  

 

CWEMF could assist DWR in forming a Technical Advisory Committee to help on the modeling 

aspects of the CWP. DWR wants to connect with the technical experts in each of the hydrologic 

regions. CWEMF may be able to assist with this by using the CWEMF email list to announce 

workshops and other items related to the CWP. CWEMF members may help in identifying the 

technical experts in each of the regions.  

 

CWEMF could also assist with the development of scenarios for the 2018 CWP. A webinar 

could describe what is going to be in the 2018 CWP. CWEMF could help organize and announce 

this webinar. 

 

The 2013 CWP contains a chapter on Data and Tools. Rich would like CWEMF assistance in 

developing this chapter for the 2018 CWP. Elaine will send the chapter from the 2013 CWP to 

the Steering Committee.    
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The Steering Committee members had some questions. How much time is involved? What is the 

level of effort? What are the deliverables? Are we just supporting workshops, or getting involved 

in peer reviews and other tasks? The past IWFM peer review is an example of how we are 

helping. The CWP could develop a charter with CWEMF.  

 

Ben and Josue will work with Rich on an upcoming webinar. More discussion to come on this. 

Rich is wanting to connect model managers together, such as on model usage and whether the 

data needed for modeling is available. Rich is also trying to develop linkages between modelers 

in different regions. What will CWEMF do in the data area? Is this data collection or processed 

data? Data sets are needed for individual areas.  Data visualization will help in making 

information out of data. Josue will look into getting a workshop going on data visualization. The 

DWR flood people have good data visualization.  

 

It was suggested by a Steering Committee member to take on one topic and do it well. Could we 

do a pilot project in this help to the CWP do see how it turns out?  

 

7. ANNUAL MEETING – The Executive Director has told Asilomar that we will not be going 

there for the next annual meeting, due to travel restrictions. Elaine and Ben reported on their 

recent discussions with IEP about continuing/discontinuing the joint day. Concern was expressed 

by both IEP and CWEMF that a lot of time was spent coordinating the logistics of the joint day 

and joint socials. That time is not justified due to the low attendance by CWEMF members in the 

joint session and the low attendance of IEP members in the early morning CWEMF sessions. 

The Steering Committee decided to not coordinate with IEP for the 2015 Annual Meeting. Elaine 

presented the dates that Lake Natoma Inn is available in the winter/spring of 2015. The 

committee decided to hold the 2015 Annual Meeting from March 9 to 11, 2015. Elaine would 

like to have a planning committee for the annual meeting, and Marianne, Stacy, Josue, and Ben 

volunteered to be on the planning committee. 

 

8. MODEL USERS GROUPS – The DSM2 Newsletter has gone out. The IWFM/IDC User 

Group will meet in December. 

 

9. PROPOSED CWEMF SOCIAL – Ben and Paul are working on this. 

 

10. STRATEGIC PLAN – Elaine met with Rich Satkowski, Nigel Quinn, Jobaid Kabir, and 

Rob Tull to discuss the new draft Strategic Plan. She will send out the new draft for comments in 

about a week.  

 

11. OTHER BUSINESS –  

   a. Chris Bowles had met with Bill Fleenor and Fabian Bombardelli on the benchmarking idea. 

They have a contract with FEMA for benchmarking, but it would be hard at this time to change 

this contract to include CWEMF. But all are interested in our benchmarking work here if it is 

done. Bill Fleenor and Fabian Bombardelli have written a benchmarking manual. Josue will find 

a link to that manual and send it to Elaine. Chris, Ben, and Josue volunteered to meet with Delta 

Science Program staff about forming a subcommittee on benchmarking. 

   b. The CWEMF website is in need of being updated. Add the website to our next agenda. 
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12. ADJOURN – 12 noon.  

 

  

        Respectfully Submitted 

        George Nichol, Secretary, CWEMF 

 

ATTENDANCE 

Ben Bray   Convener    East Bay MUD 

Elaine Archibald   Executive Director   CWEMF 

Marianne Guerin Past Convener    RMA 

Josué Medellin   Vice-Convener   UCD 

Stacy Tanaka   Treasurer    Watercourse Engineering 

George Nichol   Secretary     Public Member 

Fred Lee      GFLA 

Paul Hutton      MWD 

Tariq Kadir      DWR 

Anne Huber      ICF 

Tara Smith      DWR 

Chris Bowles      CBEC 

Eleanor Bartolomeo      SWRCB 

Yuan Liu      CCWD 

Phone: Rich Juricich (DWR), Jobaid Kabir (USBR) 

  

Proxies:  Mike Deas (Watercourse Engineering) 

 

 

 

Parking Lot Items 
 Multi-Year Budget – Prepare a draft. 

 Peer Review Process - Development of peer review 
administrative process. 

 Investment Policy - Development of investment policy. 

 Financial Transparency – Determine how best to show our 

financial transparency to outsiders. 

 Bylaw Changes – Develop a proposal for updating the 
Bylaws 

 Determine how much money can be accumulated as a non-
profit organization. 

 


