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.  CALIFORNIA WATER AND ENVIRONMENTAL MODELING FORUM 
 

MINUTES OF THE STEERING COMMITTEE 
 
 

 For November 19, 2009 
(This meeting was held at the Solano Irrigation District Office in Vacaville.) 

 
Decisions •  
Action Items • Get problem statement and draft agenda of Spreck’s workshop – E.D. 

• Mail out 2010 Asilomar meeting announcement – E.D.  
• Meet to discuss the budget – Convener, Treasurer, others.  

Parking Lot 
Items 

• None.  

Motions • A motion was passed to raise the annual charge for Asilomar to $250 for the full 
meeting, and $125 per day for day attendance. 

    
REFERENCES HANDED OUT: 

1. Executive Directors Report. 
2. Status list of Workshops 
3. Draft letter to USBR on peer review. 
4. List of 2010 Asilomar sessions. 
5. CWEMF annual meeting notice 
6. CWEMF income/expense spreadsheet. 

____________________________________________________________________ 
 
MINUTES 
 
1. INTRODUCTIONS/DESIGNATION OF QUORUM – The meeting was opened 
with 12 persons in attendance, and 6 proxies. A quorum was declared.  
 
2. EXECUTIVE DIRECTORS REPORT –    We now have Pay Pal to pay our bills. 
Other E.D. comments are worked into the narratives below.  
  
3. SECRETARY’S REPORT – The minutes for the Sept. 25 meeting were passed.  
 
4. TREASURER’S REPORT – There is $40,000 total in both funds (general fund and 
peer review fund).  
 
5. TECHNICAL WORKSHOPS –  
     a. Groundwater Modeling – Rich has started work on this, and has several speakers 
now. Try for January 2010 time frame. Matt Zidar of GEI has agreed to moderate. Matt 
has checked into whether the local chapter of the National Groundwater Association 
might want to co-sponsor such as workshop with us, and they have expressed an interest.  



   b. Economic and Reliability Aspects of Delta Facilities – Spreck Rosekrans 
(Environmental Defense) and Tom Philip (MWD) are putting together this CWEMF 
workshop to “highlight the different perspectives of interested parties on the economic 
and reliability aspects of the proposal to build a peripheral canal around the Delta (or 
perhaps a tunnel under the Delta). They have solicited speakers and will be determining 
its date and venue. Rich will ask Spreck for a problem statement for the workshop, and 
for a draft copy of the tentative agenda. The question arose in the Steering Committee as 
to whether some modeling would be covered, and whether water quality will be covered 
since there are currently water quality exceedences and water quality limitations in the 
Delta that could affect the routing and therefore the economics. The workshop will cover 
Delta conveyance, not Delta facilities. 
   c. Process Models for Nutrient Dynamics in the Delta – Cover the tie-in with the 
National Academy of Sciences.  
   d. Real-Time Water Quality Management – Lisa is writing a white paper on this. 
This topic may later turn into a workshop. 
   e. San Joaquin River Restoration – Peter Vorster will check at Asilomar to see what 
additional interest there is of having more San Joaquin River Restoration workshops. 
Peter will also check with Dave Mooney. 
   f. Delta Water Quality Modeling/Pollutant Transport and Transformations – Fred 
stated that the further development of this workshop is on hold until the proposed plans 
for managing Sacramento River flows through/around the Delta are better defined. 
 
6. PEER REVIEW – A letter was sent to the USBR requesting cost-sharing with 
CWEMF for a comparative groundwater peer review of selected groundwater models. No 
formal response has yet been received from the USBR. Concurrently, it has been learned 
that DWR is doing its own peer review on the IWFM and MODFLOW models, because 
of a time deadline that they must meet. The question arose as to whether there is still a 
need for CWEMF to become involved in a groundwater peer review. It is believed that 
there still is, because CWEMF’s review was going to be a comparison between models 
for various uses, rather than a review of model structure. The specific purpose of the 
CWEMF peer review will be to provide stakeholders and decision makers with a focused 
comparison of groundwater models for use in selecting appropriate models for particular 
applications. There was some mention of the tie-in between CALSIM and IWFM. 
 
7. MODEL USER GROUPS –  
   a. DSM-2 – Re-calibration of DSM-2 was discussed. On Jan. 13 there will be a meeting 
on the sediment transport module.   
 
8. 2010 ANNUAL MEETING – All sessions have been selected. The E.D. will mail out 
an announcement this month. Abstracts are due by Feb. 12. Announcements will be sent 
to universities to inform students, and to the U.C. Water Resource Archives management 
as they have a student announcement procedure.  
 
9. INCOME & EXPENSES – We do about three workshops a year, and this brings in 
some income. To increase income, should we do more workshops, seek grant funding, 
pay for beer at Asilomar, eliminate or reduce refreshments at workshops, etc. Should we 



increase membership dues from $50 to $75 or $100? Should we have a lifetime 
membership amount? We get organizational dues from four organizations. The annual 
meeting at Asilomar is a large source of income. If we raise dues for the full annual 
meeting from $200 to $250 that would help but still leave us with a small deficit. Raising 
the daily fee at Asilomar to $125 would also help. Should we do a multi-year budget to 
keep close tabs on expenditures and income? We need to develop the capability to 
forecast ahead several years on our budget. Asilomar costs have been going up 5% a 
year. In addition to sponsoring peer reviews, we want to be able to have money to do 
other good things, like write white papers. We should ask the general membership what 
other services they would like us to provide, so this can be factored into our budget if 
needed. To raise more money go for big ticket items, rather than small items. At the next 
general membership meeting at Asilomar tell them that we need to be more diligent with 
our expenditures. It was decided to have a meeting on the budget with the Convener, 
Treasurer, and interested others before the next Steering Committee meeting. 
 
A motion was made and seconded to raise the annual charge for Asilomar to $250 for the 
full meeting, and $125 per day for day attendance. The motion passed.  
 
10. OTHER BUSINESS – None.  
 
11. ADJOURNED – 12:00 pm. Next meeting is on Thursday, January 14, 2010, at 
Solano Irrigation District Office in Vacaville.  
  
       Respectfully Submitted 
       George Nichol, Secretary, CWEMF 
ATTENDANCE 
Paul Hutton  Convener    MWD 
Rich Satkowski  Executive Director   CWEMF 
Marianne Guerin Vice Convener   RMA 
Stacy Tanaka Treasurer    Watercourse Engineering  
George Nichol Secretary     SWRCB 
Lisa Holm     USBR 
Peter Baker     Stillwater Sciences 
Rob Tull     CH2M-Hill 
G. Fred Lee     GFL & Assoc. 
Mark Gowdy     SWRCB  
 
On Phone: 
Lucinda Shih     CCWD 
Peter Vorster     Bay Institute 
 
Proxies: Jay Lund, John Williams, Nigel Quinn, Tara Smith, Mike Deas, Hubert Morel-
Seytoux  
 



 




